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transferred to me by a very kind lady who lived
opposite, and who had been governess to one of
my cousins.
Rome, queen among cities, has weathered the
stormy and difficult times of childhood, youth, the
days of war, economic crises, and unexpected
turmoils of the upheaval of Mother Europe in 1914,
which changed the situation of our continent.
The citizens, although they have had to alter their
ways and mode of living in order to remain in
harmony with modern times, have retained their
typical characteristics and remain Romans.
As one walks down the streets in the poorer parts
of Rome, one still hears to-day loving mothers
calling from their windows to their children in the
street below : " Hector ! Juno ! Ajax ! Minerva ! "
and other names of ancient gods and goddesses;
also the names of the poets Virgil, Ovid, Livy, and
mixed with them the various titles of the Blessed
Virgin, such as Assunta, Immacolata, Annunziata,
and also names of saints.
Ever since Rome has existed the Romans have
always been very familiar with Divinity ; as much
as in the days of the past when Janus was the god
of the household door and principally worshipped
by men, and Vesta was particularly favoured by
women, as later when Rome became Christian. In
the days of paganism they offered sacrifices of male
animals to male deities and female animals to
female deities. They even treated their gods
according to their social position! White animals
were offered to the gods of the upper world, and
black animals to the gods below! Now they offer
their jewels, their votive gifts, their candles to the